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Bringing landowners to the 
conservation table 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Looking back, 2014 has been a busy year. 

The Roseau River Watershed (sub-district 2) 

joined the SRRCD and with it came the 

opening of our new field office in Vita. New 

staff Lorne Gershman (Financial Administra-

tive Clerk), Chris Randall (Project Supervi-

sor), Dorthea Gregoire (Roseau River Water-

shed Technician) and Alan Weibe (Intern) 

joined the team too. 2014 is also an election 

year so the board and sub districts all wel-

come new members. As Seine– Rat River 

Conservation District continues 
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to grow we look forward to bringing new 

and innovative programs to the residents of 

our district and strive to continue to support 

the programs that have served our water-

sheds best. The SRRCD is always looking 

for new ideas  and opportunities and would 

love to hear about the projects that you’d 

like to see happen in your watershed.  

coming in 2015 

in this issue >>> 

Coming together... 

Meet our partners 

SRRCD Conservation Auction 

Well water inventory; RM of Piney 

River Watch program in local schools 

Tourond Creek Discovery Center; 

composting toilettes  

Conservation Auction 

Willow planting 

Abandoned well sealing 

Welcoming the Roseau River  

Well water inventory 

River watch 

SRRCD is a not for profit organization that 

works closely with local landowners and our 

partners: 

Promoting the stewardship of our land and  
water resources to ensure a healthy and prosper-
ous lifestyle for all watershed residents, now and 
into the future. 

mission... our 

RM of De Salaberry 

RM of Franklin 

RM of Hanover 

RM of La Broquerie 

RM of Montcalm 

RM of Piney 

RM of Reynolds 

RM of Ritchot 

RM of Ste. Anne 

RM of Springfield 

RM of Stuartburn 

City of Steinbach 

Town of Niverville 

Town of Ste. Anne 

Village of St. Pierre 

The Province of Manitoba Conservation and 

Water Stewardship 

This year the SRRCD is inviting all 

landowners within the CD to participate 

in our first ever conservation auction. 

The conservation auction is aimed at 

promoting ecological goods and services 

(EG&S) through surface water retention 

and nutrient capture. 

The conservation auction operates 

through a completely voluntary bidding 

process.  Interested landowners work 

with SRRCD staff to submit a proposal 

(bid) that expresses their interest in ei-

ther establishing a Conservation Agree-

ment or a Beneficial Management Prac-

tice Agreement on their land. These 

agreements are legally binding and are 

held into perpetuity. During the process, 

the land owner determines what the 

“cost” of implementing the agreement 

will be (including loss of future reve-

nues, maintenance and potential con-

struction or conversion costs) and then 

submits a “bid” to the CD.  

The conservation auction program is 

unique in that, unlike many of the other 

CD programs, it does not rely on a first-

come-first-served basis. Rather, multiple 

bids are submitted at the same time and 

are assessed using a scientific method 

(environmental benefit index calculator) 

and local knowledge. This ensures that 

funding goes to projects that have the 

largest potential environmental impact. 

Contact us at  
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Vita Field Office 

204-425-7877 

108 Main St N. 

Vita MB R0A 2K0 Meet our staff 
The programs at the SRRCD are administered 

by a dedicated staff who have devoted them-

selves to water conservation 

Jodi Goerzen—District manager 

 manager@srrcd.ca 

 204-424-5845 ext 1 

  

Lorne Gershman—Financial Administrative 

Clerk 

 finance@srrcd.ca 

 204-424-5845 ext 3 

 

Chris Randall—Project Supervisor 

 technician@srrcd.ca 

 204-424-5845 ext 2 

 

Dorthea Gregoire– Roseau Watershed Tech. 

 roseau@srrcd.ca 

 204-425-7877 

 

Alan Weibe—Intern 

 intern@srrcd.ca 

 204-424-5845 est 3 



Bio-engineering our riv-
erbanks 

Not a farmer? 

In the Roseau River watershed 

most people rely on private wells for their 

drinking, domestic and farm related water 

needs. This means that not only are private 

citizens responsible for the initial cost of 

installing a well, but they’re also responsible 

maintenance and subsequently their 

own well being. This summer our 

inters have been going door to door 

in the RMs of Franklin and Stuart-

burn sampling well water and help-

ing to inform local well owners 

about well health and the impor-

tance of annual maintenance. 

Keeping our groundwater safe 

Education at its finest 

Abandoned well sealing 
in the SRRCD 

Bringing the Classroom Outdoors 

The True Cost  
of High Water Events 

As part of our ongoing effort to reduce the potential threat of ground water contamination, 

and to increase public safety. SRRCD continues to offer its FREE abandoned well sealing 

program to ALL residents of the Seine-Rat River Conservation District. 

Most residents of southern Manitoba know 

the cost of flooding first hand. Houses have 

been lost, farmland ravaged and lives turned 

upside down. But when all is said and done, 

what toll does flooding take on our local wa-

tersheds, and more importantly, what can we 

do about it? 

Although many of the programs at the SRRCD 

are geared towards farmers and rural landown-

ers, the rain garden program can help urban and 

rural residents alike make a big difference in 

their communities. 

SRRCD is proud to continue to offer both willow planting and understory tree 

stock to all residents who live or own property along any of our many water-

ways. This summer our two in-

terns Alan Weibe and 

Slava Moor have been 

going door to door in the 

Roseau River Watershed 

testing well water for free. 

SRRCD will give interested homeowners up to 

$500 to implement a rain garden on their prop-

erty. Rain gardens are perennial plantings de-

signed to catch rain water as it runs off buildings 

and driveways thereby reducing  the influx into 

ditches and sewer systems. For more information 

contact the SRRCD directly. 

It’s a well known fact that willows, and 

trees in general help reduce erosion along 

river banks and lead to bank stabilization. 

Many areas along the Seine, Rat, and Ro-

seau Rivers and their contributories suffer 

from erosion and bank destabilization. 

These problems not only lead to increased 

sedimentation and runoff into our  

waterways, but are often also visually unap-

pealing and can result in losses of arable 

land and even threaten buildings.  

In an effort to prevent the destabilization 

of our river banks, SRRCD continues to 

offer FREE willow planting to those who 

live along our waterways. SRRCD also 

provides tree stock to local landowners in an 

effort to allow them to establish, enhance or 

extent the treed buffer zone along their wa-

terways. 

This year SRRCD staff have already 

planted  over 2750 willows in 7 locations 

along the Seine River, Rat River and 

Joubert Creek. Willow cuttings are har-

vested from local trees and all planting is 

done by SRRCD staff. This program runs in 

both the spring and fall of each year and is 

weather and stock dependent. Interested 

applicants are encouraged to apply early as 

all planting is done on a first come first 

served basis. If you think your riverbank 

might benefit from  willow plantings or are 

unsure  of how to manage your riparian 

area, call SRRCD or stop by our one of our 

offices located in the RM buildings in LaB-

roquerie and Vita . 

The SRRCD believes in the importance of educating the next generation of residents and landowners. In 

the fall of 2013 the Tourond Creek Discovery Center was officially opened to the public. This former 

landfill is now rich in diversity and offers teachers and parents alike the opportunity to take children out 

“into nature” and to put into practice what is learnt in the class room. SRRCD has also acquired a River 

Watch Kit from South Central Eco Institute. This kit comes filled with all the supplies needed to test 

water quality in local rivers and is available for use by schools who would like to supplement their cur-

riculum by participating in a real world “citizen science” project by helping monitor our waterways. 

Staff support is provided for River Watch outings and can be requested for large groups at the Discovery 

Center. 

The SRRCD designs and implements 

small scale water retention projects in an 

ongoing effort to reduce the impacts of high 

water events by detaining water in desig-

nated storage areas during peak flows. Wa-

ter retentions also help to decrease the 

downstream speed of water thereby helping 

to reduce erosion and related sedimentation 

and pollution. 

Abandoned wells pose a threat to both 

groundwater contamination and also to 

public safety. Old, unmaintained wells 

can act as a “highway” for contaminants 

allowing them direct access to the aqui-

fer below. Furthermore, large diameter 

dug and bored wells can pose a serious 

threat to public safety, especially for 

children and animals who could end up 

falling into them. 

This year, the SRRCD has sealed 25 

wells throughout the district. If you own 

or know of an abandoned well, please 

call the SRRCD and let us seal it for 

you! 

Knowledge is power >>> 

Well water inventory in the  
Roseau River Watershed 

This program ran from the beginning of 

June until the end of September. During this 

time 419 samples were taken. Samples were 

sent on a daily basis to Horizon Laboratory 

in Winnipeg where they were tested for the  

presence of coliform bacteria and E. coli.  

Results were sent directly to well owners by 

the lab. 

An integral part of this program was also 

the dissemination of knowledge. SRRCD 

staff provided resources to well owners 

whose wells required “Shocking” (treatment 

with bleach) and to those who wanted a 

better understanding of their wells and test 

results. 

The program was a great success and will 

continue in 2015 in the RM of Piney. 

Selby rain garden in 2012, planted 2010 

Although seasonal high water levels are a 

natural part of riparian ecosystems, extreme, 

extended or rapid flooding can be ecologi-

cally devastating for an area. Fast currents 

pick up and transport debris downstream 

polluting and often jamming the waterway. 

High water levels can also damage natural 

habitat, prevent seasonal use of riparian 

areas by wildlife and lead to bank destabili-

zation, plant and tree mortality and unfavor-

able changes in local ecosystem composi-

tion. 

How water retention 
can help 

Check these programs out at www.tourondcreekdiscovery.ca & www.scecoinstitute.com or call SRRCD  


